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Reviewerôs Guide: PCMarkÊ Vantage  

 

 
Product Name: PCMark Ê Vantage 
 
Product Tagline:  The New System Performa nce Measurement Standard for PC s 
 
About this Guide:  This Reviewerôs Guide is intended to provide background, test information, 
procedures  and reference data for media interes ted  in benchmarking Windows Vista PC hardware  

performance , as well as  supplying  product specific details  for those that are interested in reviewing 
the PCMark Vantage  Benchmark tool.  
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System Requirements to run PCMark Vantage 
Minimum System Recommendations: 

¶ PCMark Vantage package requires approx. 800 MB of hard disk space and running the tests requires 
additional 800 MB space.  

¶ Modern CPU with SSE2 support.  

¶ SM2.0 compliant graphics card for the GPU gaming test.  

¶ SM3.0 compliant graphics card for the GPU image manipulation test.  

¶ Microsoft Windows VistaÊ 

 
 

Testing guidelines 

In order to get accurate and repeatable benchmark results, you should follow the requirements and 
recommendations below. These guidelines may be updated from time to time.  
 
Official Testing Requirements:  

¶ Restart the computer before running the benchmark.  

¶ Exit all other programs.  

¶ Under the Windows operating systems, other tasks can preemptively run during the tests, thus affecting 
the results. You will want to eliminate as many of these types of tasks as possible, such as automatic 
updates in operating systems, e-mail clients or other tasks from your Startup folder. This action also 
maximizes your available memory.  

¶ Disable all file sharing and possibly also all network connections. Background network activity may affect 
results. You can submit your results even if you run the benchmark without network connection. Save 
your results in the default format (.pcr) and restart your system with network connection after the 
benchmark run. Run PCMark Vantage and submit your saved results by clicking the 'Submit Saved 
Result' item in the right click menu (open the right click menu by right clicking the PCMark Vantage main 
window).  

¶ Follow a standard testing procedure each time you run the tests. Run the tests at least three times to 
verify that the results are reproducible.  

¶ Before running the HDD tests, the target drive should be first defragmented in order to receive accurate 
results.  

 
Additional Recommendations for Testing:  

¶ We recommend that you test on a "clean" system only. You should use a program like "Norton Ghost" 
(http://www.ghost.com) to restore a clean system for every test case.  

¶ We recommend that you disable the System Restore feature in Windows Vista. For more information, 
please see Microsoft Knowledge Base article Q267951.  

 
NOTE: These steps help to ensure that your results are consistent! 
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Installing PCMark Vantage 

1. Start the PCMark Vantage .exe installer by double clicking. 
 
2. Youôll need to select ñI Accept terms of the license agreementò to continue with the PCMark Vantage 
installation. 

 

 
 
3. PCMark Vantage requires DirectX to run, select ñI Accept terms of the license agreementò to continue with 
the DirectX installation. 
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4. By selecting ñExpressò set-up, the PCMark Vantage and DirectX installer will automatically install all 
required components to run the benchmark, to your C drive. ñExpressò install is highly recommended for 
consistent results. 

 

 
 
5. Clicking ñInstallò will automatically start the full, one-step installation process. 
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6. Microsoft DirectX installer will request that you select I accept the end user runtime agreement to finish 
installing the required components. Click ñNextò to complete the DirectX installation. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
7. Once your installation of PCMark Vantage is complete, click the ñFinishò button to close the installation 
wizard. 

 

 
 
 
 


